ARTICLE 2.0

DEFINITIONS

Accidental Discharge. A discharge prohibited by this ordinance, which occurs by chance, and
without planning or thought prior to occurrence.
Authorized Enforcement Agency: Employees or designees of the agency designated to enforce
this ordinance.
Best Management Practices (BMPs): schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, general
good housekeeping practices, pollution prevention and educational practices, maintenance
procedures, and other management practices to prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants
directly or indirectly to stormwater, receiving waters, or stormwater conveyance systems. BMPs
also include treatment practices, operating procedures, and practices to control site runoff,
spillage or leaks, sludge or water disposal, or drainage from raw materials storage.
Clean Water Act. The federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C., 1251 et seq.), and any
subsequent amendments thereto.
Construction Activity. Activities subject to NPDES Construction Permits. These include
construction projects resulting in land disturbances. Such activities include but are not limited to
clearing and grubbing, grading, excavating, and demolition.
County Drainage System (CDS). Any County maintained or designated roadways, ditches,
culverts, channels, or conduits intended to direct water flows.
Detention. Temporary storage of stormwater runoff in a stormwater management practice with
goals of controlling peak discharge rates and providing gravity settlement of pollutants.
Facility. A structure, installation, or system that is designed to serve a particular purpose, service,
or funtion.
Hazardous Materials. Any material, including any substance, waste, or combination thereof,
which because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious characteristics
may cause, or significantly contribute to, a substantial present or potential hazard to human
health, safety, property, or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported,
disposed of, or otherwise managed.
Illegal Connections. An illegal connection is defined as any of the following:
Any pipe, open channel, drain or conveyance, whether on the surface or subsurface, which
allows an illegal discharge to enter the drainage system including but not limited to any
conveyances which allow any non-stormwater discharge including sewage, process wastewater,
wash water, or any other such discharge, to enter the storm drain system and any connections to
the storm drain system from any source, regardless of whether such pipe, open channel, drain,
connection, or source had been previously allowed, permitted, or approved by an authorized
enforcement agency.
Illicit Discharge. Any direct or indirect discharge into a stormwater drainage system that is not
composed entirely of stormwater.
Industrial Activity. Activities subject to NPDES Industrial Permits as defined in 40 CFR, Section
122.26 (b)(14).
Land Disturbance Activity. Any activity which changes the volume or peak flow discharge rate
of rainfall from the land surface. This may include grading, digging, cutting, scraping, or
excavation of soil, placement of fill materials, paving, construction, substantial removal of
vegetation, or any activity which bares soil or rock or involves the diversion or piping of any
natural or manmade watercourse.

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Stormwater Discharge Permit. A
permit issued by EPA (or by a State under authority delegated pursuant to 33 USC, 1342(b)) that
authorizes the discharge of pollutants to waters of the United States, whether the permit is
applicable on an individual, group, or general area-wide basis.
Non-Stormwater Discharge. Any discharge to the storm drain system that is not composed
entirely of stormwater.
Person. Any individual, association, organization, partnership, firm, trust, estate, commission,
board, public or private institution, utility, cooperative, city, county or other political subdivision
of the State, any interstate body or other legal entity, joint venture, public or private corporation,
or other entity recognized by law and acting as either the owner or as the owner's agent.
Pollutant. Any substance which causes or contributes to pollution. Pollutants may include, but
are not limited to paints, varnishes, solvents, petroleum hydrocarbons, automotive fluids,
cooking grease, detergents(biodegradable or otherwise), degreasers, cleaning chemicals, nonhazardous liquid and solid wastes, yard wastes, refuse, rubbish, garbage, litter, discarded or
abandoned objects, munitions, accumulations that may cause or contribute to pollution, any
floatables, pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers, hazardous substances and wastes, sewage, fecal
coliform and pathogens, dissolved and particulate metals, animal wastes, wastes and residues
that result from constructing a building or structure including concrete/cement (this includes
water from washing out cement trucks) and noxious or offensive matter of any kind or any other
substance which has been or may be determined to be a pollutant.
Pollution. The contamination or other alteration of any water’s physical, chemical or biological
properties by the addition of any substance or condition including but not limited to, a change in
temperature, taste, color, turbidity, or odor of such waters, or waters as will or is likely to create
a nuisance or render such waters harmful, detrimental or injurious to the public health, safety,
welfare, or environment, or to domestic, commercial, industrial , agricultural, recreational, or
other legitimate beneficial uses, or to livestock, wild animals, birds, fish or other aquatic life.
Premises. Any parcel or portion of land whether improved or unimproved.
Separate storm sewer system. Any facility designed or used for collecting and/or conveying
stormwater, including but not limited to streets or roads with drainage systems, gutters, inlets,
catch basins, piped storm drains, pumping facilities, structural stormwater controls, ditches,
swales, natural and man-made or altered drainage channels, reservoirs, and other drainage
structures, and which are:
(a) Owned or maintained by the county
(b) Not part of publicly-owned treatment works.
State Waters. Any and all rivers, streams, creeks, branches, lakes, reservoirs, ponds, drainage
systems, springs, well, and other bodies of surface and subsurface water, natural or artificial,
lying within or forming a part of the boundaries of the State, which are not entirely confined and
retained completely upon the property of a single person.
Storm Drainage System. Any one (1) or more of various devices used in the collection, treatment
or disposition of storm, flood or surface drainage waters, including but not limited to any roads
with drainage systems, natural and human-made or altered drainage channels, reservoirs,
manmade structures and natural watercourses and/or floodplains for the conveyance of runoff,
such as detention or retention areas, berms, swales, improved gutters, pumping stations, pipes,
ditches, siphons, catch basins, inlets, and other equipment and appurtenances and all extensions,
improvements, remodeling, additions and alterations thereof; and any and all rights or interests in
such stormwater facilites.

Stormwater/Stormwater Runoff. Any surface flow, runoff, and/or drainage consisting entirely of
water from any form of natural precipitation, which is not absorbed, transpired, evaporated or
left in surface depressions, and which then flows controlled or uncontrolled into a watercourse or
body of water.
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP): A document which describes the Best
Management Practices (BMPs) and activities to be implemented by a person or business to
identify sources of pollution or contamination at a site and the actions to eliminate or reduce
pollutant discharges to stormwater, stormwater conveyance systems, and/or receiving waters to
the maximum extent practicable.
Structural Stormwater Control. A structural stormwater management facility or device that
controls stormwater runoff and changes the characteristics of that runoff, including but not
limited to, the quantity and quality, the period of release or the velocity of flow.
Wastewater means any water or other liquid, other than uncontaminated stormwater, discharged
from a facility.
Watercourse. Any stream, river, or drainage easement, that transverses subdivided property in
Lamar County.

