FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION ORDINANCE
ARTICLE 1. STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION, FINDINGS OF FACT, PURPOSE,
AND OBJECTIVES.
SECTION A.

STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION.

The Legislature of the state of Mississippi has in Title 17, Chapter 1, Mississippi Code of 1972 Annotated delegated
the responsibility to local government units to adopt regulations designed to promote the public health, safety, and
general welfare of its citizenry. Therefore, the Board of Supervisors of Lamar County does hereby adopt the
following floodplain management regulations.
SECTION B.

FINDINGS OF FACT.

(1)

Lamar County is subject to periodic inundation, which results in loss of life and property, health and safety
hazards, disruption of commerce and governmental services, extraordinary public expenditures for flood
protection and relief, and impairment of the tax base, all of which adversely affect the public health, safety
and general welfare.

(2)

These flood losses are caused by the cumulative effect of obstructions, both inside and outside the
identified Special Flood Hazard Areas, causing increases in flood heights and velocities and by the
occupancy in flood hazard areas by uses vulnerable to floods or hazardous to other lands which are
inadequately elevated, floodproofed, or otherwise unprotected from flood damages.
SECTION C.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.

It is the purpose of this ordinance to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare and to minimize public
and private losses due to flood conditions in specific areas by provisions designed to:
(1)

Restrict or prohibit uses which are dangerous to health, safety, and property due to water or erosion
hazards, which result in damaging increases in erosion or in flood heights or velocities;

(2)

Require that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be protected against flood
damage at the time of initial construction;

(3)

Control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural protective barriers which are
involved in the accommodation of flood waters;

(4)

Control filling, grading, dredging, and other development which may increase erosion or flood damage,
and;

(5)

Prevent or regulate the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert floodwaters or which
may increase flood hazards to other lands.
SECTION D.

OBJECTIVES.

The objectives of this ordinance are:
(1)

To protect human life and health;

(2)

To minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects;

(3)

To minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and generally undertaken at the
expense of the general public;
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(4)

To minimize prolonged business interruptions;

(5)

To minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains, electric, telephone and
sewer lines, streets and bridges located in floodplains;

(6)

To help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and development of flood prone areas in
such a manner as to minimize flood blight areas, and;

(7)

To ensure that potential homebuyers are notified that property is in a floodprone area.
SECTION E.

METHODS OF REDUCING FLOOD LOSSES.

In order to accomplish its purposes, this ordinance includes methods and provisions for:
(1)

Restricting or prohibiting uses which are dangerous to health, safety, and property due to water or erosion
hazards, or which result in damaging increases in erosion or in flood heights or velocities;

(2)

Requiring that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be protected against
flood damage at the time of initial construction;

(3)

Controlling the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural protective barriers, which
help accommodate or channel flood waters;

(4)

Controlling filling, grading, dredging, and other development which may increase flood damage, and;

(5)

Preventing or regulating the construction of flood barriers that will unnaturally divert floodwaters or may
increase flood hazards in other areas.

ARTICLE 2. DEFINITIONS.
Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this ordinance shall be interpreted so as to give them the
meaning they have in common usage and to give this ordinance it’s most reasonable application.
A Zone is the Area of Special Flood Hazard without base flood elevations determined.
A1 – A30 and AE zone is the Area of Special Flood Hazard with base flood elevations determined.
Accessory structure (Appurtenant structure) means a structure, which is located on the same parcel of property as
the principal structure and the use of which is incidental to the use of the principal structure. Accessory structures
should constitute a minimal initial investment, may not be used for human habitation, and be designed to have
minimal flood damage potential. Examples of accessory structures are detached garages, carports, storage sheds,
pole barns, and hay sheds.
Addition (to an existing building) means any walled and roofed expansion to the perimeter or height of a building.
Any addition shall be considered new construction. If the addition is more than 50% of the market value of the
structure, then the addition and the existing structure are now new construction.
Appeal means a request for a review of the Floodplain Administrator’s interpretation of any provision of this
ordinance or a request for a variance.
AR/A1 – A30, AR/AE, AR/AH, AR/AO, and AR/A zones are SFHAs that result from the decertification of a
previously accredited flood protection system or levee that is in the process of being restored to provide a one
percent chance or greater level of flood protection. After restoration is complete, these areas will still experience
residual flooding from other flooding sources.
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